Report on the 2001 General Assemly —contd

Teen Drivers — Major reforms in response to increased teen driving fatalities include

» raising the age for a learner’s permit to 15 and 1/2;

* requiring 40 hours behind the wheel, including 10 hours of night driving; and

* raising the age for a driver’s license to 16 and 1/4 for teens who get a learner’s permit after July 1, 2001.
In addition,

* 16-year-old drivers may carry only one non-family passenger and 17-year-old drivers, no more than 3.

* A midnight to 4 a.m. curfew will apply to drivers under 18 convicted of moving violations, including

failure to wear a seatbelt.

Telephone Solicitors — A weak law passed to deal with phone solicitors. It covers only calls you receive
after 9 p.m. and before 8 a.m. or calls from a specific firm you’ve notified not to call you. You may either
sue for $500 in damages or document violations with the local Commonwealth’s Attorney, who may
choose to prosecute. Alternatives that didn’t pass were aimed at preventing calls rather than dealing
with them after-the-fact. The burden would’ve been on phone solicitors to check a central list and
not call anyone who’s registered that they don’t want solicitations from any firm.
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