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Public Safety

Gangs – Most proposals to combat gang activity are
taken seriously and passed by the legislature.  This year,
we created “gang free zones” around schools, which
carry increased penalties for gang activity.  We created
witness protection. And local police and prosecutors are
now able to close down houses that harbor gang activity
in the same way they can close down houses of
prostitution.  Last year, we added 3 new prosecutors to
work across county and city lines in Northern Virginia to
effectively build cases against gang organizers; made bail
harder to get; directed that schools be informed if any
student is arrested for gang activity; and made it a crime
to recruit or intimidate someone into joining a gang.

Forensic Lab – TV shows turn on the incredible
information that can be gleaned in a crime lab.  The real
world is a story of long delays.  Adding 32 new forensic
scientists will reduce the current backlog and we
authorized a new lab to be built in Northern Virginia.

Under-age Drinking – Anyone who aids or assists a
minor to get alcohol, as well as the minor, could serve
jail time and pay a significant fine.

Military

Veteran Services – As a member of the Veterans
Services Board, I’ve been amazed at how little Virginia
has done compared to other states.  This session, we were
successful in getting 6 more field officers and I am
working to have one of these positions dedicated to
Fairfax.  Everyone benefits when veterans and their
survivors are helped to get all the support they are entitled
to from federal VA funds.

Active Military – We added $650,000 for National
Guard tuition assistance and $95,200 for recruitment
bonuses.  We also
waived out-of-state
tuition for military
dependents.

Vivian

Dear Voters –

Thank you as always for your letters,  emails,  and calls.   They do make a

difference.   You give me good information and thoughtful insight.   But,  most

important,  each time I vote,  you’ve given me personal images of how my vote will

affect people’s lives.   The faces of rural childhood friends,  faces of dedicated

citizens I’ve worked beside and admired and,  yes,  your faces — in traffic,  in a

classroom,  or in your neighborhood — are with me
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Delegate Vivian Watts
8717 Mary Lee Lane
Annandale, VA      22003

      Phone:   703 / 978 - 2989
      FAX :   703 / 978 - 5762

      email:   vwatts@erols.com

      website: vivianwatts.com
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