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Taxes

School Sales Tax Holiday – For 3 days starting the first
Friday in August through midnight Sunday, you won’t pay
sales tax on school supplies costing less than $20 and clothes
and shoes costing under $100.

Communication Taxes – Most Fairfax residents will
benefit by taxing all communication services at 5%, because
it ends our 22% local telephone tax.

Estate Tax – Each year about 300 Virginians die with
estates over $2 million.  These estates will no longer be taxed
and no capital gains tax will be paid on investments that pass
to heirs.  Congress is debating capping repeal at $5 million. 
If this happens, we’ll lose state revenue from the federal tax
credit currently given Virginians.  Only 1/5 of Virginia estates
are over $5 million but receive 2/3 of the $114 million tax cut.

Military

Veteran Services – I was pleased to help get a new
state veteran services office conveniently located in the
Edsall Industrial Park at 5520 Cherokee Ave (703) 813-1374.

College Tuition – Children of active duty military
assigned a permanent duty station in Virginia won’t have to
pay out-of-state tuition. 

Environment

Chesapeake Bay – To avoid federal sanctions,
over $250 million will be spent on sewage treatment
and other measures to clean up the Bay.

Growth Controls –  Measures to give localities
additional growth controls did not make it out of
committee during the regular session.  They may be
taken-up if transportation is considered
comprehensively this fall.

Conservation Tax Credit – Over 170,000 acres
have been preserved since we initiated a partial tax
credit for the value lost when landowners put
conservation easements on their land to
prevent development. 
Supporters of total estate tax
repeal, nevertheless, cut this
program significantly to balance
the budget.  Conservation tax
credits give struggling farmers,
who will never benefit from estate tax repeal, the
ability to stay on the land and wealthy landowners
make a long-lasting contribution for the tax benefit
they receive.

Hope you’re having a great summer --Vivian

Dear Voters –

This has been a difficult newsletter to write. I am deeply concerned about

what is happening to the legislative process. Votes aren’t public.  Debate is

regularly cut off. We took 120 extra days, costing $20,000 each day we met (even

though some like me took no pay or mileage in protest) to come to budget

decisions that could have been made in 90 days. We must re-focus on seeking the

rational middle ground. You deserve no less! 
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